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"In his work on the right of Hindoos to dispose of their
ancestral property, and in other legal arguments, he struggled
against decisions in the courts of Bengal, -which he regarded as
a departure from the best arid highest Hindoo authorities ; and
which, as they tended to establish in that country the European
principle or custom of primogeniture, could not but be offen-
sive to his acute mind which so distinctly saw and his bene-
volent heart which so strongly deprecated, its perniciouB opera-
tion. Property, like superstition, may perpetuate a distinction
of caste. This is one of the evils which make the worship of
mammon not less degrading and pernicious to society than other
idolatries.

"The noble exertions of RAMMOHCJN ROY to stop the pre-
valent atrocity of sacrificing widows on the funeral pile, no
doubt contributed to the abolition of that practice His struggle
with the interests of the Brahmins and the prejudices of society
would not have been so long, had the British authorities, more
decidedly and promptly espoused the claims of humanity. In
one of his tracts on this subject, there is a noble and eloquent
passage, in which, from reprobating the particular instance of
oppression of the female sex, he rises to the advocacy of such
amelioration of their education and condition as would give
the amplest scope and highest direction to their influence on
the mind, the morals, and the happiness of the whole human
race. And thus, also, his desire to visit Europe and America,
had its source in that pure patriotism which not merely agrees
with, but is philanthropy. He had long wished to observe
society under the influence of liberal institutions. He wished
the sea to become the same broad highway for his countrymen
that it is for the merchants, the travellers, and the literati of
free and civilized nations. He wished, in the spirit of that
Gospel which destroyed the partition wall betwixt Jew and
Gentile, to break the barriers which divide the Eastern and the
Western world. He had other and more immediate purposes.
It was his hope that he might benefit his countrymen by his
presence, and, if opportunity favoured, his interference, during